INTRODUCTION
All the mites belonging to the astigmatid group possess a pair of opisthonotal glands which contain a set of volatile substances characteristic to each species.Some components function as alarm (Kuwahara et al.,1975) ,aggregation (My-Yen et al.,1980 , Kuwahara et al.,1982 and(or)sex pheromones (Leal et al.,1989) of the species,and some display strong antifungal activities (Okamoto et al.,1981 ,Kuwahara et al.,1989 ,Leal et al.,1990a ,Leal et al.,1990b ,that may act as defense substances.Several new com pounds have also been identified from mites as natural chemical products (Kuwahara, 1990 
